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CONFESSIONS OF A SOWETO DRUG 

MULE: “I APOLOGIZE TO THE PEOPLE 

WHOSE LIVES I RUINED.” 
Everson Luhanga 

 
Chasing money and the good life, Sizakele became a drug 

dealer in Soweto. 

 

Soon, she took her first trip to Brazil - to bring back drugs. 

 

It was a successful trip. She got the drugs, and was sitting in the 

plane at the airport in Sao Paulo looking forward to leaving for 

OR Tambo. 

 

But the cops were on to her.  

 

They arrested her on the plane. 
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She then served five years in a Brazilian jail. 

 

This is her story: 

 

Sizakele’s father died when she was two, and she was raised by 

her mother.  

 

At 26, she became an orphan, turning to her uncle to care for 

her - and that’s when her life took a dark turn. 

 

Sizakele Maphupha’s dreams of becoming a doctor turned to 

dust when, instead of sending her back to school, he convinced 

her to become a drug mule. 

 

Speaking to Scrolla.Africa at her home in Mapetla Soweto, 

Sizekele said: “My uncle was supplying drugs to many people 

around Soweto and other parts of the province. He was making 

money. 

 

“He promised to buy me a Range Rover and I melted. I wanted 

that car whatever the cost. I joined him as a drug dealer.” 

 

She went around, supplying drugs to brothels, strip clubs and 

taverns. 



 

She was making money again and life was good. 

 

Then her uncle asked her to travel to Brazil. 

 

“There was more money to be made smuggling drugs from 

overseas,” she explained. 

“Sitting in the plane, all I could think of was big money and fast 

cars, but the trip was not like buying Brazilian hair and coming 

back home to South Africa to look beautiful. It was a trip that 

changed my life forever.” 

 

When Sizakele arrived in Sao Paulo, her uncle’s contact had 

already booked her into a hotel room. 

 

But the man who was supposed to look after her tried to rape 

her. 

“He told me sleeping with him was among the list of initiations I 

had to go through before being a professional drug smuggler, 

but I refused,” she said.  

 

“That was my mistake.”  

 

He took her to Rio de Janeiro where she collected the drugs. 

 



“I was excited. I was looking forward to landing at OR Tambo 

and seeing my uncle again.” 

But while she waited on the plane for take-off, the police 

appeared.  

 

“They told me that they found drugs in my bag and they were 

arresting me. They took me to the police cells. 

 

“My big dreams became a nightmare.” 

 

After spending eight months in police custody she was handed 

a five year sentence.  

“I was angry at my uncle. I wrote him letters cursing him and 

his children. I never thought I would see him again.” 

 

But while serving her sentence, Sizakele had time to reflect on 

her life.  

 

“I realized I did a lot of evil things to many people. Some have 

died. Some are still suffering to this day,” she said. 

 

If she could meet the people that were harmed by the drugs 

she sold them, she says she would apologise. 

 



In prison, she taught herself Spanish and Portuguese and 

became a pastor. 

 

She also found love with a man on the outside. 

 

They communicated from prison, promising each other that 

they would get married.  Shortly after Sizakele was released, 

however, that dream also ended when he was arrested for drug 

dealing. 

 

By that time, she had given birth to a baby daughter named 

Precious. 

 

When the two of them returned to South Africa in 2013, 

Sizekele’s uncle was waiting at the airport to meet them. They 

moved in with him, and six months later, he asked her to sell 

drugs again. 

 

“I moved out of his house to stay with my grandmother,” said 

Sizakele. 

 

“By then I had already forgiven him. I wanted peace with him.” 

 

He died in 2018.  

 



Since then, Sizakele has opened a drug rehabilitation centre 

called Hope of All Nations. 

  

She said it has been shocking to see the number of young 

people resorting to drugs in South African townships. 

 

“I have seen many unemployed youths smoking their lives away 

and lockdown has made it worse,” she said. 

 

Sizakele is now asking for help from those who are able to help 

her on her mission. 

 

 

 

How many languages can one learn in a 

lifetime? 
Sizwe Sibiya 

 

Born in the northern parts of Malawi, 

Scrolla.Africa's editor-at-large Everson Luhanga 

knows no boundaries when it comes to learning. 

 



From humble beginnings, the Tumbuka tribesman whose 

mother is from Zambia, is able to understand and speak more 

than 10 languages from the three southern African countries. 

 

“In Malawi, I speak Tumbuka, Chewa (widely spoken) Tonga 

and Yawo. 

 

“In Zambia where my mom comes from, I speak Bemba and 

Nyanja,” said Everson, who after coming to South Africa in 2004 

began grasping IsiZulu, Pedi, Xhosa, Tswana and Swati. 

 

Adding to the already long list of languages he spoke back 

home. 

 

“Being a Malawian in South Africa and working for the Daily Sun 

which deals with people who are mostly old and speak 

indigenous languages was hard,” said Everson explaining how 

he learned languages from SA natives. 

 

“I had to learn the vernacular languages anyway for me to 

become what I am today.” 

 

“The biggest moment of truth came when I went to cover the 

Marikana massacre in the North West. My photographer 

colleague Lucky Maibi used to tell me that I need to learn the 



languages and used to leave me alone among the locals and do 

interviews in local languages,” added Everson. 

 

While still in Malawi during his formative years, he also learned 

Swahili from “Tanzanians who speak Swahili” as it is a 

neighbouring country to Malawi. 

 

Practice makes perfect, Everson had said adding that constantly 

socialising “with a lot of local friends who speak different 

languages like Pedi and Swati,” also helped him get used to 

different dialects. I was close to such friends from whom I 

learned their mother tongue as well. 

 

Can you speak lots of languages too?  

 

Enter our competition - and win a brand new smartphone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Farmers warns that minimum wage for 

their workers could “backfire” 
Elmon Tshikhudo 

 

The national 16% pay hike for farm workers may 

appear to be good news for farm labourers who 

have for many years been among the worst paid 

in the country. 

 

The minimum rate is now set at R3,600 and comes into effect 

from March 1. 

 

But the good news might end in tears as farmers and farmer 

unions have warned of massive job losses, price hikes, fewer 

working hours, and other factors that would adversely affect 

the farming sector. 

 

Chairperson Tshianeo Mathidi of the African Farmers 

Association of South Africa in Limpopo said they were not 

against farm workers getting decent salaries as that will 

enhance their lives but warned that the government's decision 

could backfire. 

 



"Things have not been good. We have had severe droughts that 

almost forced us out of business and we have been attacked by 

the Covid 19 pandemic,” said Mathidi. 

 

He said financially the agriculture sector was at an all time low. 

 

“We can hardly keep our businesses afloat and increasing 

salaries will further affect the little we still have." 

 

Mathidi said their constant engagement with government 

about wages have been fruitless as government has the final 

say. 

 

Edward Nemushungwa who has worked at Levubu Farms for 

many years said the increase was good news. 

 

"We have been marginalised for a long time and we are happy 

that government has finally come to our rescue. We just hope 

our employers will comply and pay us as prescribed," he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vaccine brings hope for Makebe’s 14th 

Comrades run 
Judas Sekwela 

 
Thirteen time Comrades Marathon runner, Makebe Ledwaba 

hopes that he will soon be running again. 

 

The 55-year-old from zone 1 in Seshego outside Polokwane, 

Limpopo is already back on the streets training again. 

 

Because of the 6am curfew he was not able to train in 

December.  

 

“The vaccine has given me hope that life will go back to what 

we used to have. I hope and pray that the marathon will be run 

this year so I can do what I love,” said Makebe. 

 

He said he has gone back to his regular training which starts at 

4am. 

 

 “I do hill training on Monday. On Tuesday I run 15km. On 

Wednesday I run five kilometres in under 20 minutes and run 



eight kilometres at a race pace on Thursday. I do 25 to 30 

kilometres on Saturday and a 10 kilometre recovery run on 

Sunday,” he said. 

 

“On Friday I rest.” 

 

Makebe told Scrolla.Africa he entered his first Comrades 

Marathon in 2003 with Polokwane Athletic Club.  

 

“I finished in position 1 222. My best marathon was the down-

run competition from Pietermaritzburg to Durban where I came 

in position 137. I have run 13 marathons and I’m looking 

forward to my 14th,” he said.  

 

Picture source: @ComradesRace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ghana scraps the old colonial school kit 
Everson Luhanga 

 

The West African nation of Ghana has taken a 

bold step towards decolonization by introducing 

its own stylish African school uniforms. 

 

The print African cloth used to make the uniforms is the same 

as that used to wrap around women’s waists, covering their 

skirts, in many African countries. 

 

The cloth wrap (Zitenje) is mainly used in Malawi, Zambia, 

Tanzania, Mozambique, Ghana and other countries. 

Men, especially from Ghana and Nigeria, have fashioned 

beautiful shirts out of the cloth. 

 

With Ghana’s step to make uniforms out of Zitenje, many 

African countries will probably follow suit. 

 

Most academics in Malawi have been advocating for Zitenje 

cloth to be the standard dress at school. 

 

They say for decades, they have embraced western culture by 

wearing uniforms introduced to them by their colonisers. 



One Ugandan Nine Chale said on social media: “This is 

impressive. The time has come for Africa to take off the 

shackles of mental slavery and go back to the roots of their 

tradition and culture.  

 

“We don’t have to shun everything western but we can 

confidently embrace and uphold our style. The next thing we 

want to see is our judiciary getting rid of those ridiculous 

colonial wigs and replacing them with an authentic traditional 

African head gear.” 

 

 

Afrobeats star Davido makes Time’s 

hottest one hundred list 
Arthur Greene 

 

Afrobeats giant and political activist Davido has 

been featured on the Times100 list, which every 

year “highlights 100 emerging leaders who are 

shaping the future.” 

 

He appears alongside such names as Marcus Rashford, a 

footballer who campaigned to feed millions of children, and 



Amanda Gorman, the inspirational poet who stole the show at 

President Biden’s inauguration. 

 

Davido, the American-born Nigerian artist, made phenomenal 

strides forward in 2020, despite the rest of the world being 

brought to a standstill by coronavirus. 

 

His celebratory anthem-filled album, A Better Time, dropped in 

November. It was a greater commercial success than it was a 

critical one, and the critics still loved it. 

 

Yet this project still feels like a minor part of Davido’s seismic 

year. 

 

It was a follow-up to his 2019 album, A Good Time, which hit 

over a billion streams in 2020. 

 

His single “FEM” - translating to “shut up” in Yoruba -  became 

a key anthem in the protests to end police brutality in Nigeria in 

October. 

 

Fellow Nigerian artist Laycon penned his entry in the list, 

writing “We told the government to keep quiet unless they had 

something sensible to add—the ethos of “FEM” was directly 

relatable to that moment.” 



 

He also wrote, “Afrobeats is a worldwide phenomenon, and 

Davido is one of many Nigerian artists who has made that 

possible.” 

 

As one of the genre’s key players, Davido’s inclusion on the list 

also highlights the recent leaps that Afrobeats has made on the 

global stage.  

 

He, Burna Boy and Wizkid, among several others, have become 

household names across the planet. 

 

Picture source: @TIME 

 

 

Osaka wins the match - Williams wins 

the hearts 
Lucky Mdluli 

 

Once again much has been made of Serena 

Williams’ quest to beat Margaret Court’s record 

of 24 major singles titles – and once again she 

has stumbled with that elusive dream shining like a beacon, but 

out of reach. 



 

On this day, at the semi-finals of the Australian Open at 

Melbourne, Australia, Naomi Osaka, 23, was unquestionably 

the better player. She beat Williams, 39, in straight sets, hitting 

20 winners to Williams’ 12, but the contest, though hard-

fought, was played in good spirit – something that can’t always 

be said about Williams. 

 

While Osaka faces Jennifer Brady in the final, Williams is out of 

the tournament. But if she was that way inclined, she could 

count this day as a different kind of victory – another victory 

that has eluded her for much of her professional career. 

Williams, who has in the past been criticised (not always 

unfairly) particularly for her on-court behaviour, walked off the 

court to a standing ovation from the appreciative crowd and 

she responded with a wave and her hand on her heart. 

 

Whether Williams still has it in her to win a Grand Slam remains 

to be seen, but in many other ways, she has attained a higher 

level. 

 

Picture source: @NaomiOsaka 

 

 

 



 

Pepe holds Ronaldo as Juventas make 

“schoolboy mistakes” 
Menzi Magubane 

 
Even Cristiano Ronaldo could not help lacklustre Juventus from 

going down to spirited FC Porto in the UEFA Champions League 

round of 16 first leg on Wednesday night. 

 

Juve coach Andrea Pirlo slammed his players for school boy 

mistakes.  

 

"When you concede a goal so early on it knocks your 

confidence. Fear sets in and players let their heads drop," said 

Pirlo.  

 

"But the approach was wrong from the first minute. We served 

them the match they wanted on a silver platter. We shouldn’t 

have played like that." 

 



The return leg is on March 9 in Turin and Pirlo said at least they 

managed to get that all important away goal through Federico 

Chiesa.  

 

"Now we will focus on the return leg,” he said.  

 

This result was not what Juventus were looking for in their 

quest to end their 25-year Champions League drought although 

they are still on course to win their third title if they beat Porto 

in Italy next month.  

 

Ronaldo's old Real Madrid teammate Pepe had a great game 

and managed to contain Ronaldo.  

 

"We studied Juventus. We knew that we had to press hard to 

keep them from playing,” said Pepe.  

 

Pepe knows Ronaldo well. They won three Champions League 

titles together at Real Madrid and they lifted the UEFA 

European Champions with Portugal in 2016. This was Ronaldo's 

first return to Portugal.  

 

In Spain, Borussia Dortmund defeated Sevilla 3-2 in the other 

match played on Wednesday night. Dortmund have a three-



goal advantage when these two meet in the return leg in 

Germany on 9 March.  

 

Picture source: @Juventusfc 

 

 

The road to unkept promises 
Elmon Tshikhudo  

 

A new road is usually an event to celebrate, but 

for residents of Muledane outside Thohoyandou 

in Limpopo, it is a painful reminder of lies and 

unfulfilled promises. 

 

The 77 homeowners of the Muledane Vhatukanani Concerned 

Group staying in the area claim the government promised to 

pay for the losses they suffered when they were relocated for 

development in the area some time ago. 

 

The angry residents have now vowed to block the construction 

of the project and have already issued warning letters to the 

Thulamela Municipality and the contractor.  

 



Spokesperson for the group, Julia Ramanyimi said in the 1990s 

they were told the area was to be incorporated into 

Shayandima and be called Shayandima Extension 3. 

 

“Our sites were demarcated and we were told we would be 

compensated for our losses that included fencing and trees,” 

she said. 

 

“We have been engaging with the government and mayors 

have come and gone without helping us. We approached the 

Department of Public Works but got no feedback.” 

 

She said the last straw was this week when they met the new 

mayor, Avhashoni Tshifhango. 

 

“He told us they know of only three families affected by the 

construction of the road," she said. 

 

"We are still ready to sit down with the municipality but they 

must be prepared to pay us or else the construction will not 

continue.” 

 

Thulamela Municipality spokesperson Nndwamato Tshiila said 

before the project started it was found that only three 



households would be affected and they are compensating 

them.  

 

“Construction will not stop,” he said. 

 

He warned residents against disrupting the construction work.  

 

 

Eastern Cape Health Minister forced to 

step aside 
Zukile Majova 

 
The controversial ANC step-aside rule claimed a major scalp 

today when Eastern Cape Premier Oscar Mabuyane fired Health 

MEC Sindiswa Gomba. 

 

Premier Mabuyane said the decision would help Gomba focus 

on the Nelson Mandela funeral fraud case.  

 

Gomba is implicated in a R10 million scam that inflated prices in 

the preparations for Madiba's funeral in 2013. 

 



Gomba's dismissal gives the ANC National Executive Committee 

an important blueprint in its quest to force powerful office 

bearers and public servants to step aside when charged by the 

police. 

 

The rule is seen as the strongest indication by President Cyril 

Ramaphosa that he remains committed to getting rid of corrupt 

office bearers in ANC structures and party deployees including 

councillors, mayors, MECs, premiers and cabinet members. 

 

Last week, the president strengthened his resolve with the 

announcement of a new well-funded anti-corruption agency. 

 

For months now the ruling party has been trying to force its 

secretary general Ace Magashule to step aside until cleared by 

the Bloemfontein Magistrate’s Court. 

 

Magashule has been charged with fraud and corruption in the 

R250 million asbestos scandal dating back to when he was 

premier of the Free State. 

 

Magashule has refused to step aside saying the rule applies to 

public servants adding that only a conference of delegates has 

power to remove a secretary. 

 



Earlier in the week, Gomba also refused to go voluntarily, 

forcing the hand of the ANC provincial chairperson and premier 

to fire her. 

 

The controversial Gomba has survived numerous scandals 

including her plan to blow R10 million on scooter ambulances 

last year.  

 

Mabuyane has appointed Traditional Affairs MEC Xolile Nqatha 

as acting head of the Health Department. 

 

Earlier this month Gomba posted R1,000 bail at the East 

London Magistrate’s Court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Loved and Lost: Kgothatso Nthle (1988 - 

2021) 
Tebogo Moobi 

 

The laughter has ended. Banzo the fighter is gone. 

 

Kgothatso Ntlhe, or Banzo as he was known, had a way of 

making people laugh and he was loved by many. 

 

"Banzo loved life and fun. He loved going out and enjoyed 

being around people," said Katlego Mosetlha, a family friend 

who grew up with him. 

 

While growing up, Banzo wanted to be a fitter and turner but 

he was forced to drop out of school at tertiary level because his 

grandfather didn't have money to continue paying for his fees. 

 

He went to primary school at Bodubelo Ga-Rankuwa, then went 

to Mapenane Middle School and to Soshanguve High before he 

dropped out. 

 



He went to Odi Manpower College to study fitting and turning 

but could not complete the course. 

 

He stayed at home until he started his job at Verimark in 2011.   

 

"Everyone who knew him was aware that he loved magazines, 

even children from his neighbourhood came to him when they 

needed cuttings for school projects," Katlego said. 

 

Katlego said that just like many young township men, Bango 

loved his pork leg and half-skop. 

 

"He would wake me up early in the morning with them freshly 

cooked and after we ate, he would tell me it was time for 

beer," he said. 

 

Banzo fell ill in December and tested positive for coronavirus, 

but being the fighter he was, he battled the virus up until he 

finally succumbed on February 2. 

 

Katlego said that his death was a great loss. 

 

"I didn't just lose a friend, he was my brother and everyone 

knew that." 

 



 

Fugitive goes to prison to get away 

from his lockdown companions 
Arthur Greene 

 

A man in England has turned himself in to his 

local police station to get some "peace and quiet" 

from those he shares his home with. 

 

The unnamed fugitive surrendered himself to officers on 

Wednesday afternoon, Inspector Darren Taylor of the Sussex 

Police stated. 

 

The inspector did not reveal which crime the wanted man was 

suspected of. 

 

Like so many across the world, he had been driven to the edge 

after being cooped up for so long indoors. Now, he’s in line for 

a long overdue change of scene. 

 

Psychologists are reporting an increase in people experiencing 

symptoms of sustained stress in lockdown, such as trouble 

sleeping and maintaining concentration. 

 



Increasing levels of depression brought on by loneliness are 

also unsurprisingly on the rise. 

 

By the same merit, many people are also experiencing 

increased stress levels because they are spending too much 

time with those with whom they live without receiving any 

respite. 

 

We can only hope that this man’s spell inside will bring him the 

period of rest and relaxation he so clearly needs. 

 

 

Manchester City are now unstoppable 
Menzi Magubane 

 

When runaway English Premier League leaders 

Manchester City defeated Everton 3-1 on 

Wednesday, they chalked up their 17th win in a 

row in all competitions and their 12th in the Premier League.  

 

They are also the first team in top-flight history to win 10 

opening matches in a calendar year. They have not trailed once 

in 16 of their last Premier League games. 

 



With a lead of 10 points City are expected to be the 2020/21 

Champions of England.  

 

Former Liverpool and Manchester United striker Michael Owen 

said City are peaking at the right time to win the quadruple. 

 

“They've virtually won the Premier League. They're in the final 

of the Carabao League Cup, they're still in the FA Cup and who 

will put the Champions League past them? They could win all 

four this season," he said.  

 

Former Arsenal defender Lee Dixon agreed that the title race is 

over. 

 

"City are relentless and with Sergio Aguero coming back they 

are even stronger up front and defensively they're very strong," 

said Dixon.  

 

Everton coach Carlo Ancelotti said it’s very difficult to think of 

any other team winning the league. 

 

"At the moment they are in a good mood and they have 

fantastic quality. They have belief and they are strong," said 

Ancelotti.  

 



In the other Premier League match played on Wednesday, 

Burnley were held at home by Fulham in a match that ended 1-

1. 

 

Picture source: @footballtweet 

 

 

The Bear becomes a Shark 
Timmy T Maranda 

 

The Springbok World Cup winning captain Siya 

Kolisi has expressed his delight at joining the Cell 

C Sharks following his 11-year journey with 

Western Province Rugby. 

 

The Sharks confirmed the signing of Siyamthanda 'The Bear' 

Kolisi in a multi-year deal, and Kolisi has parted ways with 

Western Province Rugby.   

 

Kolisi decided not renew his contract with Western Province 

Rugby that was set to expire in October 2021, although the 

union tried everything in their power to retain him, but the 

captain’s mind was made up. 

 



The Bear described his new move as the beginning of the new 

chapter in his rugby career, having played all his professional 

rugby in Cape Town for Western Province. 

 

"My loved ones and I can't wait to get started. I am delighted to 

be part of the Cell C Sharks family," said Kolisi on his twitter 

account. 

 

Kolisi reunited with several Springbok teammates including 

Curwin Bosch, Sbu Nkosi and Lukhanyo Am at the KZN Union. 

 

Picture source:: @CellCsharks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bheki Cele to have tea with Zuma 
Lungani Zungu 

  

Police Minister Bheki Cele is expected to visit 

former president Jacob Zuma at his Nkandla 

homestead today. 

 

The news of Cele’s visit to Zuma’s home was announced by his 

spokesperson Liradzu Themba this morning. 

 

It is unclear whether Cele will be visiting Zuma in his capacity as 

a minister or as a member of the ANC's national executive 

committee. 

 

His visit comes amid Zuma’s defiance of the Constitutional 

Court that ordered him to appear at the state capture 

commission of inquiry this week. 

 

Since Zuma is now facing a charge of contempt of court, it is 

highly likely that the police would be forced to make a televised 

arrest of the former president.  

 

Zuma loyalists including a group wearing military regalia 

claiming to be former MK combatants have camped outside his 

home, with the aim of blocking any attempt to arrest him. 



 

Zuma attacked the judiciary earlier this week, saying it is 

targeting him, vowing to go to jail rather than present himself 

at the commission, chaired by Deputy Chief Justice Raymond 

Zondo. 

 

Zuma is also set to appear in the Pietermaritzburg High Court 

on Tuesday for the corruption, fraud and money laundering 

charges for his alleged involvement in the controversial Arms 

Deal in the late 1990s.    

 

Cele was among the senior ANC leaders who had openly called 

for Zuma to step down, which he ultimately did in 2018. 

 

He had also openly campaigned for Cyril Ramaphosa to be 

elected as the party president ahead of the party’s 2017 

elective conference, which he won. 

 

Zuma’s brother Khanya said everybody was welcomed in 

Nkandla whether they are enemies or allies of the former 

president. 

 

“Our doors are opened and everybody is welcomed here. We 

are a loving family,” he said. 

 



Many prominent people including EFF leader Julius Malema 

have visited the beleaguered Zuma at his Nkandla homestead. 

 

Cele is expected to brief the media after his meeting with 

Zuma. 

  

This is a developing story. 

 

 

  



MAGASHULE DUCKS FROM CROWD AS 

CASE POSTPONED  
Kabelo Tlhabanelo 

 

ANC secretary-general Ace Magashule was due to 

give a speech after his court appearance, but he 

instead drove past the crowd that waited for him. 

 

Despite the current Covid-19 regulations, hundreds had 

gathered in the nearby Hertzog Plein Park to await Magashule’s 

address. Just 200 metres away, large numbers of police officers 

surrounded the Bloemfontein Magistrate’s Court with barbed 

wire and police armoured nyalas.  

 

Andile Lungisa told the discontented crowd that Magashule 

would not be addressing them.  

 

He said: “This gathering is not allowed in terms of the 

regulations. But we have to support the SG. Some of us went 

straight to jail when we were wanted. We never ran away. We 

will come back to support him on 11 August.” 

 

Khamelo Mlungisi, who was present in the crowd, said he came 

all the way from Johannesburg to show his support.  



 

He told Scrolla.Africa: “I know the gathering is not allowed but 

we are talking about Magashule here. This is a person who was 

willing to die for South Africans during the apartheid era. I am 

also willing to die for him. We don’t care about Covid-19.” 

 

Magashule and 14 others appeared in the Bloemfontein 

Magistrate’s Court on fraud and corruption charges relating to 

the controversial R255m asbestos tender. This happened 

during Magashule’s tenure as Free State premier. All 15 

suspects appeared briefly in court before the trial was 

transferred to the high court on 11 August. 

 

Following the illegal gathering at the Hertzog Plein Park, police 

spokesman Brigadier Motantsi Makhele said a case has been 

opened for investigations under the Disaster Management Act.  

 

He said that no social distancing took place and masks were not 

used.  

 

Magashule held a press conference later that day in 

Bloemfontein, in which he told journalists that he is not guilty 

until proven by the courts. 

 



He also told reporters that he will not be stepping down until 

the ANC branches which appointed him had their voices heard 

on this decision. 

 

Picture source: @magashule_ace 

 

 

 

Boyfriend arrested as Tshegofatso 

Pule’s killer sentenced to 20 years in jail 
Everson Luhanga 

 

On the day Tshegofatso Pule’s alleged killer was 

found guilty and sentenced to 20 years in jail, 

police arrested the boyfriend of the 28-year-old 

pregnant woman who was so horrifically killed in June 2020. 

 

Tshegofatso’s convicted murderer, Muzikayise Malephane, 

pleaded guilty to four charges against him and detailed 

damning evidence in the South Gauteng High Court. 

 

Muzikayise told the court that Tshego’s former boyfriend 

allegedly hired him to murder her - to hide her pregnancy from 

his wife. 



 

Muzikayise said her ex-lover had first offered him R7,000 to kill 

Tshego. But he didn’t accept the amount. 

 

He said the boyfriend later upped it to R20,000. He said he still 

felt the amount was too little but agreed to take the offer – so 

he killed her. 

 

Muzikayise said he had shot Tshego with one bullet and then 

hanged her. She was eight months pregnant at the time of her 

death. 

 

This is after attempts to hang her under a busy bridge in 

Roodepoort failed. He killed Tshego in Durban Deep, in 

Roodepoort, west of Joburg. 

 

Speaking to the media at the court, Tshego’s uncle Tumisang 

Katake said they had always suspected that her boyfriend had 

something to do with her disappearance and later her murder. 

 

National Prosecution Authority regional spokesperson Phindile 

Mjonondwane confirmed to Scrolla.Africa that the suspect was 

arrested on Friday. He will appear in the Roodepoort 

Magistrate’s Court on Monday. 

 



Tshego’s death sparked an outcry from the country and pushed 

the government to prioritise the issue of gender-based violence 

(GBV). 

 

President Cyril Ramaphosa described the GBV as a second 

pandemic in the country. 

 

 

Khune’s worst season adds to Hunt’s 

woes  
Menzi Magubane 

 
With spirited SuperSport United coming to Soweto, Kaizer 

Chiefs coach Gavin Hunt have every right to be concerned - 

especially about his leaky goalkeeper's department. On 

Saturday Amakhosi host second place United in the DStv 

Premiership at FNB Stadium at 3pm. 

 

United are coming with their current league leading goal-scorer 

Bradley Grobler who is hungry to add to his 12 goals. Hunt face 

new challenges as experienced former Bafana Bafana number 

one Itumeleng Khune makes mistake after mistake. 



 

This is probably the worst season Khune has had since taking 

over the goalkeeper’s jersey after the departure of Rowan 

Fernandez over a decade ago.  

 

Khune missed two months of action after Hunt decided to drop 

him for costly blunders in December.  

 

"I thought it was the right time to bring Khune back. The 

goalkeeping department has certainly been a problem," said 

Hunt. 

 

Khune missed 10 matches in all competitions before making his 

comeback on Wednesday against AmaZulu in the Premiership 

match - and took up exactly where he left off before he was 

dropped. 

 

He made yet another blunder which gifted Usuthu the 

maximum points.  

 

Before Wednesday's match Nigerian international Daniel 

Akpeyi was the man between the sticks and even he found the 

going tough. 

 



In Khune's absence Akpeyi managed to keep only three clean 

sheets and conceded nine goals.  

 

“It’s not the place nor the forum to talk but it’s a big concern 

since I’ve been here," said Hunt on SuperSport TV.  

 

The four-time league winning coach said: “It’s something we 

just have to keep working on and hopefully we can improve, I 

think it’s a bit more than that but it’s something that’s a 

concern. A big concern." 

 

Wednesday was Hunt’s 880th game as a coach of a topflight 

team in South Africa. 

 

So far in the Premiership Chiefs have conceded 19 goals in 16 

matches and they have scored 17.  

 

Other Premiership fixtures 

Saturday 

 

Baroka vs Black Leopards (Peter Mokaba Stadium, 5pm) 

 

Sunday 

 



Cape Town City vs Swallows (Cape Town Stadium, 3.30pm), 

Tshakhuma vs Stellenbosch (Peter Mokaba Stadium, 3.30pm). 

 

Picture source: @kickoff 

 

 

Tshwane's crumbling sports facilities  
Sphiwe Masilela  

 

Sports facilities in Tshwane are falling apart - and 

the City doesn’t seem to be maintaining them. 

 

An example of the neglect is the Ekangala Stadium, east of 

Pretoria. It's been nearly three years since strong winds blew 

the roof off, and now the stadium is no more than a drug den 

for township youths.  

 

The storm damage was apparently triggered by poor 

maintenance and renovations are estimated to be more than 

R12 million according to the CSIR. The stadium has since been 

closed to the public due to safety concerns. 

 

Millions were spent on the H.M. Pitje Stadium in Mamelodi 

before the 2010 Soccer World Cup, but it’s been abandoned by 

the City. 



 

"The facility was upgraded by the Gauteng Province as a 

possible training venue but was found to be non-compliant and 

unsafe," City of Tshwane spokesman, Selby Bokaba conceded in 

his response to Scrolla.Africa. 

 

Bokaba said discussions with the Province took place over a 

number of years regarding a new development including a 

precinct area for multi-purpose sports use.  

 

"Different funding options have been explored without 

success,” he said. 

“We are talking to the Gauteng Province and internal funding 

options are being explored.”  

 

Bokaba said funds were requested to do a feasibility study and 

planning at the Ekangala stadium but funds allocated for 

construction and upgrades in 2022 and 2023 financial years are 

awaiting approval," said Bokaba. 

 

● Meanwhile, the  Chatsworth Stadium in Durban, which 

was once used by Manning Rangers and Lamontville 

Golden Arrows has also been abandoned for at least four 

years. 

 



 

 

TS Galaxy aiming for top 8 spot 
Menzi Magubane 

 

DStv Premiership newcomers TS Galaxy have a 

glorious opportunity to move up to  top eight 

position for the first time under Owen Da Gama. 

Since Da Gama took over the reigns from Dan Malisela in early 

January he has been in the dugout in four matches for Galaxy. 

 

He has won two, drew and lost the other one and ironically that 

defeat came in the hands of Masilela at Chippa United. That 

was Da Gama and Malisela's first match at their new clubs. 

 

After that loss Galaxy played three matches and they collected 

seven points that took them out of the relegation zone to 11th 

place and three points away from top eight. Saturday they face 

the very same Chippa they last tasted a defeat at. 

 

The clash will be a Nelson Mandela Bay Stadium at 3.30pm. 

Galaxy midfielder Mlungisi Mbunjana relishes the opportunity 

of facing Chippa again. 

 



"It's good that we are still unbeaten this year. We've been 

fortunate that we have managed to get maximum points away 

from home," said Mbunjana.  

 

"The only match we didn't win was a draw against Orlando 

Pirates which was a good result. We are looking forward to 

facing Chippa. We have prepared for them the very same way 

we did when we beat Maritzburg United and Black Leopards 

away." 

 

Chilli Boys on the other hand have impressed under Malisela. 

They have played five matches of which two were won, a draw 

and two defeats.  

 

Their last match they drew 1-1 away at Bloemfontein Celtic last 

Saturday. Chippa striker Eva Nga Bienvenu who scored his first 

goal this season and an equaliser against Celtic said they know 

Galaxy very well. 

 

"We know Galaxy, they are coming to us wanting three points. 

But we have prepared for them well. It would be good for us to 

get three points. We want those points that are important for 

us," said Eva Nga. 

 



"I was very happy with the final score and the important thing 

was that it was an equaliser and we got a point away. Besides 

that, it also gave me the confidence I needed." 

 

Picture source: @tsgalaxy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAGASHULE DUCKS FROM CROWD AS CASE POSTPONED  

 

Kabelo Tlhabanelo 

 

ANC secretary-general Ace Magashule was due to give a speech 

after his court appearance, but he instead drove past the crowd 

that waited for him. 

 

Despite the current Covid-19 regulations, hundreds had 

gathered in the nearby Hertzog Plein Park to await Magashule’s 

address. Just 200 metres away, large numbers of police officers 

surrounded the Bloemfontein Magistrate’s Court with barbed 

wire and police armoured nyalas.  

 

Andile Lungisa told the discontented crowd that Magashule 

would not be addressing them.  

 

He said: “This gathering is not allowed in terms of the 

regulations. But we have to support the SG. Some of us went 

straight to jail when we were wanted. We never ran away. We 

will come back to support him on 11 August.” 

 

Khamelo Mlungisi, who was present in the crowd, said he came 

all the way from Johannesburg to show his support.  

 



He told Scrolla.Africa: “I know the gathering is not allowed but 

we are talking about Magashule here. This is a person who was 

willing to die for South Africans during the apartheid era. I am 

also willing to die for him. We don’t care about Covid-19.” 

 

Magashule and 14 others appeared in the Bloemfontein 

Magistrate’s Court on fraud and corruption charges relating to 

the controversial R255m asbestos tender. This happened 

during Magashule’s tenure as Free State premier. All 15 

suspects appeared briefly in court before the trial was 

transferred to the high court on 11 August. 

 

Following the illegal gathering at the Hertzog Plein Park, police 

spokesman Brigadier Motantsi Makhele said a case has been 

opened for investigations under the Disaster Management Act.  

 

He said that no social distancing took place and masks were not 

used.  

 

Magashule held a press conference later that day in 

Bloemfontein, in which he told journalists that he is not guilty 

until proven by the courts. 

 



He also told reporters that he will not be stepping down until 

the ANC branches which appointed him had their voices heard 

on this decision. 

 

Picture source: @magashule_ace 

 

 

 

Boyfriend arrested as Tshegofatso Pule’s killer sentenced to 

20 years in jail 

 

Everson Luhanga 

 

On the day Tshegofatso Pule’s alleged killer was found guilty 

and sentenced to 20 years in jail, police arrested the boyfriend 

of the 28-year-old pregnant woman who was so horrifically 

killed in June 2020. 

 

Tshegofatso’s convicted murderer, Muzikayise Malephane, 

pleaded guilty to four charges against him and detailed 

damning evidence in the South Gauteng High Court. 

 

Muzikayise told the court that Tshego’s former boyfriend 

allegedly hired him to murder her - to hide her pregnancy from 

his wife. 



 

Muzikayise said her ex-lover had first offered him R7,000 to kill 

Tshego. But he didn’t accept the amount. 

 

He said the boyfriend later upped it to R20,000. He said he still 

felt the amount was too little but agreed to take the offer – so 

he killed her. 

 

Muzikayise said he had shot Tshego with one bullet and then 

hanged her. She was eight months pregnant at the time of her 

death. 

 

This is after attempts to hang her under a busy bridge in 

Roodepoort failed. He killed Tshego in Durban Deep, in 

Roodepoort, west of Joburg. 

 

Speaking to the media at the court, Tshego’s uncle Tumisang 

Katake said they had always suspected that her boyfriend had 

something to do with her disappearance and later her murder. 

 

National Prosecution Authority regional spokesperson Phindile 

Mjonondwane confirmed to Scrolla.Africa that the suspect was 

arrested on Friday. He will appear in the Roodepoort 

Magistrate’s Court on Monday. 

 



Tshego’s death sparked an outcry from the country and pushed 

the government to prioritise the issue of gender-based violence 

(GBV). 

 

President Cyril Ramaphosa described the GBV as a second 

pandemic in the country. 

 

 

 

Khune’s worst season adds to Hunt’s woes  

 

Menzi Magubane 

 

With spirited SuperSport United coming to Soweto, Kaizer 

Chiefs coach Gavin Hunt have every right to be concerned - 

especially about his leaky goalkeeper's department. On 

Saturday Amakhosi host second place United in the DStv 

Premiership at FNB Stadium at 3pm. 

 

United are coming with their current league leading goal-scorer 

Bradley Grobler who is hungry to add to his 12 goals. Hunt face 

new challenges as experienced former Bafana Bafana number 

one Itumeleng Khune makes mistake after mistake. 

 



This is probably the worst season Khune has had since taking 

over the goalkeeper’s jersey after the departure of Rowan 

Fernandez over a decade ago.  

 

Khune missed two months of action after Hunt decided to drop 

him for costly blunders in December.  

 

"I thought it was the right time to bring Khune back. The 

goalkeeping department has certainly been a problem," said 

Hunt. 

 

Khune missed 10 matches in all competitions before making his 

comeback on Wednesday against AmaZulu in the Premiership 

match - and took up exactly where he left off before he was 

dropped. 

 

He made yet another blunder which gifted Usuthu the 

maximum points.  

 

Before Wednesday's match Nigerian international Daniel 

Akpeyi was the man between the sticks and even he found the 

going tough. 

 

In Khune's absence Akpeyi managed to keep only three clean 

sheets and conceded nine goals.  



 

“It’s not the place nor the forum to talk but it’s a big concern 

since I’ve been here," said Hunt on SuperSport TV.  

 

The four-time league winning coach said: “It’s something we 

just have to keep working on and hopefully we can improve, I 

think it’s a bit more than that but it’s something that’s a 

concern. A big concern." 

 

Wednesday was Hunt’s 880th game as a coach of a topflight 

team in South Africa. 

 

So far in the Premiership Chiefs have conceded 19 goals in 16 

matches and they have scored 17.  

 

Other Premiership fixtures 

Saturday 

 

Baroka vs Black Leopards (Peter Mokaba Stadium, 5pm) 

 

Sunday 

 

Cape Town City vs Swallows (Cape Town Stadium, 3.30pm), 

Tshakhuma vs Stellenbosch (Peter Mokaba Stadium, 3.30pm). 
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Tshwane's crumbling sports facilities  

 

Sphiwe Masilela  

 

Sports facilities in Tshwane are falling apart - and the City 

doesn’t seem to be maintaining them. 

 

An example of the neglect is the Ekangala Stadium, east of 

Pretoria. It's been nearly three years since strong winds blew 

the roof off, and now the stadium is no more than a drug den 

for township youths.  

 

The storm damage was apparently triggered by poor 

maintenance and renovations are estimated to be more than 

R12 million according to the CSIR. The stadium has since been 

closed to the public due to safety concerns. 

 

Millions were spent on the H.M. Pitje Stadium in Mamelodi 

before the 2010 Soccer World Cup, but it’s been abandoned by 

the City. 

 



"The facility was upgraded by the Gauteng Province as a 

possible training venue but was found to be non-compliant and 

unsafe," City of Tshwane spokesman, Selby Bokaba conceded in 

his response to Scrolla.Africa. 

 

Bokaba said discussions with the Province took place over a 

number of years regarding a new development including a 

precinct area for multi-purpose sports use.  

 

"Different funding options have been explored without 

success,” he said. 

“We are talking to the Gauteng Province and internal funding 

options are being explored.”  

 

Bokaba said funds were requested to do a feasibility study and 

planning at the Ekangala stadium but funds allocated for 

construction and upgrades in 2022 and 2023 financial years are 

awaiting approval," said Bokaba. 

 

● Meanwhile, the  Chatsworth Stadium in Durban, which 

was once used by Manning Rangers and Lamontville 

Golden Arrows has also been abandoned for at least four 

years. 

 

 



 

TS Galaxy aiming for top 8 spot 

 

Menzi Magubane 

 

DStv Premiership newcomers TS Galaxy have a glorious 

opportunity to move up to  top eight position for the first time 

under Owen Da Gama. Since Da Gama took over the reigns 

from Dan Malisela in early January he has been in the dugout in 

four matches for Galaxy. 

 

He has won two, drew and lost the other one and ironically that 

defeat came in the hands of Masilela at Chippa United. That 

was Da Gama and Malisela's first match at their new clubs. 

 

After that loss Galaxy played three matches and they collected 

seven points that took them out of the relegation zone to 11th 

place and three points away from top eight. Saturday they face 

the very same Chippa they last tasted a defeat at. 

 

The clash will be a Nelson Mandela Bay Stadium at 3.30pm. 

Galaxy midfielder Mlungisi Mbunjana relishes the opportunity 

of facing Chippa again. 

 



"It's good that we are still unbeaten this year. We've been 

fortunate that we have managed to get maximum points away 

from home," said Mbunjana.  

 

"The only match we didn't win was a draw against Orlando 

Pirates which was a good result. We are looking forward to 

facing Chippa. We have prepared for them the very same way 

we did when we beat Maritzburg United and Black Leopards 

away." 

 

Chilli Boys on the other hand have impressed under Malisela. 

They have played five matches of which two were won, a draw 

and two defeats.  

 

Their last match they drew 1-1 away at Bloemfontein Celtic last 

Saturday. Chippa striker Eva Nga Bienvenu who scored his first 

goal this season and an equaliser against Celtic said they know 

Galaxy very well. 

 

"We know Galaxy, they are coming to us wanting three points. 

But we have prepared for them well. It would be good for us to 

get three points. We want those points that are important for 

us," said Eva Nga. 

 



"I was very happy with the final score and the important thing 

was that it was an equaliser and we got a point away. Besides 

that, it also gave me the confidence I needed." 
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