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Zuma gets another date with the 

ConCourt 
Lungani Zungu 

 
Former president Jacob Zuma has earned himself another date 

with the Constitutional Court. 

 

The ConCourt has agreed to hear the state capture 

commission’s contempt application against Msholozi on 25 

March. 

 

The court has given Zuma until 8 March to file a response to the 

inquiry's case that he should be convicted of criminal contempt. 

 

This comes after he defied the Constitutional Court order that 

instructed him to appear before the commission in February. 
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2021, 0145   

    
      
  



Deputy Chief Justice Raymond Zondo, the commission’s chair, 

asked for Zuma to be sentenced to two years' imprisonment. 

 

A defiant Zuma has said he would rather go to jail than appear 

before the commission, accusing it of treating him unfairly. 

 

Meanwhile, Scrolla.Africa has learnt from a family source that 

Zuma snubbed the ANC top six, led by President Cyril 

Ramaphosa, which was supposed to meet Zuma on Sunday. 

 

It was understood that the meeting was aimed at persuading 

Zuma to appear before the state capture commission of 

inquiry. 

 

Instead, Zuma went to the Kingdom of eSwatini as a guest of 

the king. 

 

Previously, Zuma said he would not change his decision about 

appearing before the Zondo commission even after meeting 

the ANC top six. 
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Govt targets 1.1m vaccinations by April. 

Prepare to be disappointed. 
Editorial 

 

Minister of Health Dr Zweli Mkhize announced on 

Monday that the government aims to vaccinate 

1.1 million people by the end of March. Dream 

on, we say. 

 

Mkhize tweeted that South Africa will “ramp up its vaccination 

programme”. 

 

Twelve days have passed since the country commenced its 

vaccine rollout, when Mkhize himself was one of the first to be 

vaccinated.  

 

Since then, the government has managed to administer 70,527 

jabs to health workers across the country, at an average of 

almost 6,000 per day. 

 

To achieve its goal, the government would have to administer 

an average of over 33,000 jabs every day. 

 



When one takes into account the difficulties the country has 

already encountered on a significantly smaller scale, this is an 

optimistic goal to say the least. 

 

The government has failed to keep its promises regarding the 

vaccine thus far and faltered at almost every hurdle. 

 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, Ramaphosa’s government 

has been mired in corruption allegations over Covid-19 

spending, including allegations towards staff members of both 

Ramaphosa’s and Mkhize’s own offices. 

 

When vaccines entered the global market in December, the 

government’s handling of the procurement process was 

chaotic. They first claimed to be reliant upon the Covax 

initiative, which would supply nowhere near enough vaccines 

to achieve herd immunity. 

 

They eventually purchased 1.5 million doses of the AstraZeneca 

vaccine from the Serum Institute of India on 7 January. At this 

point Kenya had already purchased 24 million doses while 

Morocco had bought 67 million. 

 

It was becoming increasingly clear that South Africa had neither 

enough vaccines nor rollout plans for when it did have them. 



 

In the following days after the rollout finally began on 17 

February, reports of chaos once again began to circulate. 

Footage of long and unorderly queues around hospitals across 

the country went viral. 

 

And so we ask, if the government can barely handle 

administering 70,000 doses. What makes Mkhize think it can 

handle over a million? 
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Risking their lives for education 
Lungani Zungu 

 

Hungry for education, children as young as five 

years old risk their lives by crossing the Umdloti 

River every day to go to school. 

 

Distraught parents of children at the Emona Primary School in 

Tongaat, north of Durban, told Scrolla.Africa that the little ones 

have been risking their lives like this for years. But their pleas 

for a bridge have fallen on deaf ears. 

 



Nozipho Dube, a parent of a five-year-old pupil, said they were 

asking the government to build a bridge for the sake of the 

kids.  

 

“I fear one day our kids will end up drowning,” she said. 

 

“When it rains, it is a potential death trap. It’s sad to see our 

children going through this.” 

 

She said nothing hurts like watching her Grade 1 child stripping 

naked before crossing the river. 

 

“It is just not right. I plead with the government to do 

something about this,” she said. 

 

Thando Mkhize, the mother of a six-year-old Grade 2 child, 

added: “We fear that our kids will drown one day. We ask the 

government to intervene before any life is lost. My eyes fill with 

tears when we have to watch our children struggling to get 

across the river.” 

 

Some parents go with their children and make sure they cross 

the river. But others, because of work, are unable to walk with 

their children. 

 



“It’s painful to see young children crossing all by themselves. 

We try to help as many as possible who cross with our children, 

but sometimes there’s no one there to help them,” said 

Mkhize. 

 

Equal Education head of research’s Hopolang Selebalo said: 

“We are disturbed and aggrieved that learners are still forced 

to walk long distances, as well as face dangerous terrain and 

severe weather conditions on their way to and from school.”  

 

He said they have campaigned for five years for scholar 

transport for all learners walking far distances to get to school 

in the province. 

 

 

Jealous villagers cut main Eskom power 

lines to other villages 
Zukile Majova 

 

The people of eMpoza village outside Mount 

Frere in the Eastern Cape are taking the saying 

"Jealousy makes you nasty" to new heights. 

 



For the third time, they have cut the main Eskom power supply 

line to various villages demanding their village should be among 

the first villages to get power. 

 

Local councillor Lugongolo says this community has also been 

included in plans for the electricity roll out along with villages 

like Elutateni and Mgungundlovu. 

 

Councillor Lugongolo said every time they cut the poles, the 

municipality would make means to replace them. 

 

"But I suspect the people who fixed the poles when they were 

cut a while ago used cheaper quality. 

 

"When the storm arrived, it destroyed poles that had not been 

cut by the angry group." 

 

Inkosi Sontsi said the people of Ward 12 cut the power lines on 

Wednesday night. 

 

"And then there was a storm which made the damage worse. 

 

"We have been without power since Wednesday." 

 



Meanwhile in Nkangala District outside Nelspruit, police 

arrested 114 and charged them with various crimes after they 

burned Eskom transformers. 

 

The group who are also accused of illegal mining also caused 

millions of rands worth of damage in a local mine. 

 

Police spokesperson Brigadier Leonard Hlathi said they seized 

20 vehicles believed to have been used in these illegal 

activities. 

 

"The investigation is continuing, and police cannot rule out 

possibilities of adding more charges to the suspects with regard 

to the sabotage and the damaged infrastructure." 

 

 

Grateful gogo gets her grant money 
Mkhuseli Sizani 

 
Gogo Nontuthuzelo Handile from Gqeberha (formerly Port 

Elizabeth) thanks Scrolla.Africa for making sure that she gets 

her Sassa grant.  

 



When the gogo went to the Kenako Post Office on 3 February, 

the tellers told her that her money had been withdrawn at an 

FNB ATM. But gogo, who lives in KwaZakhele township, only 

uses her fingerprint and never used a bank. 

 

The officials said gogo was defrauded of her own grant – 

including the three foster grants for grandchildren to a total of 

R5,000 – while resetting her pin.  

 

But on Thursday, gogo received more money than that. 

 

"I had sleepless nights and my grandchildren were reluctant to 

go to school without a lunch box. They kept on asking when 

they went back to school if there would be enough food for 

them. That question was like a sharp pain in my heart,” she 

said.  

 

"I vomited for three days on end and I had a runny tummy. I 

was so stressed," she said.  

 

Gogo said without Scrolla.Africa she wouldn't have received her 

money.  

 



"When I told your journalist about my problem, officials called 

me. They took me to the post office where I was asked to fill in 

forms.  

 

"On Thursday I saw R9,700 being deposited into my account. I 

don't know where the other money comes from. I think it was 

an additional Covid-19 relief fund which I never received," said 

gogo.  

 

"Without you and my ancestors I would be dead by now 

because of hunger and stress." 

 

Tommy van Rooyen, the Sarah Baartman District manager for 

Sapo, said: “I’m glad she has been helped. But I’m not 

privileged to the decision the Post Bank makes.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Doing it for the kids, doing it for the 

villages, doing it for themselves 
Elmon Tshikhudo  

 

The floods and rains have spared nobody, and 

seven rural villages that rely on the D3695 road 

from Tshilamba to Siloam, in Limpopo, are no 

exception. 

 

Workers can’t get to work and economic activity has all but 

stopped, but a bigger problem than anything else is the kids 

can’t get to school. 

 

That is why a group of dedicated residents have taken it upon 

themselves to repair the road. 

 

The group calling itself Vulabadzhi D3695 Hill Disaster Forum 

has already done a bit to put life back into the community. 

 

Forum leader Hendrick Vele said life had come to a standstill 

and they felt they should work together as a community to turn 

the situation around. 

 



“As it is, schools have reopened late and now our children can’t 

go to school and nurses can’t get to their work stations because 

of the road,” said Vele. 

 

“The only bus service in the area can’t operate and get through 

to other areas." 

 

Vele said households each contributed R10 to buy cement and 

other materials. They have started with the provincial road 

before working on the smaller roads in the villages. 

 

"Government told us they will fix the road after the rains but 

we don’t know when the rain will stop,” said Vele. 

 

He said they were appealing for donations for the project and 

they are happy that the local taxi associations have already 

shown willingness to assist. 

 

“We also call on other communities to stand up and do things 

for themselves. The damage is all over and they should not wait 

for the government," said Vele. 

 

 

 



Thula Sindi headlines fashion master 

classes 
Lwazi Nongauza  

 
Thula Sindi is set to lead the 6th Fashion Without Borders, a 

digital cultural fashion masterclass being held at the Hilton 

Hotel in Sandton this month. 

 

“Sindi is a household name in South Africa with a large clientele 

of female leaders in business, sport and politics,” the event’s 

organiser Yaya Mavundla told Scrolla.Africa about why they 

chose the renowned South African fashion designer. 

 

“His name is synonymous with excellence. Sindi is second to 

none regarding understanding the business side. His craft 

embodies what Fashion Without Borders stands for. 

 

Careful to not spoil the fun and give away the secrets of the 

masterclasses, Mavundla said Sindi will focus on topics like 

modern fashion business protocols and building a viable fashion 

brand for the African market. He will also discuss how to 

position fashion brands for all possible commercial streams and 



how to proactively protect against mistakes that could damage 

brands.  

 

Previous keynote speakers for Fashion Without Borders 

masterclasses were from big financial institutions and top 

lifestyle brands like BLM Naturals. 

 

This year’s event will bring together 15 designers and 30 

models from the African continent.  

 

“This show will highlight how current fashion trends are 

predicted by moods, behaviour and buying habits of a 

consumer at a particular time and to cope with ever-changing 

technologies, markets and consumers,” said Mavundla.  

 

Metro FM’s radio presenter Bujy Bikwa, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo’s Papy Kaluw, Ghanaian influencer Monte 

Oz, and South Africa’s super model Andiswa Manxiwa are some 

of the celebrities who are expected to attend the event. 

 

Picture source: Facebook 

 

 

  



Covid jab used to produce new malaria 

vaccine 
Arthur Greene 

 

A group of scientists in America have used the 

tech behind the Covid jab to produce the first 

vaccine to fully immunise against malaria. 

 

The news will be welcome particularly in Africa, where malaria 

is still a major killer, after being reported in The Academic 

Times. 

 

In 2019 the number of worldwide malaria deaths stood at 

409,000, with 94% of all cases and deaths coming from Africa, 

according to a World Health Organization estimate. 

 

Unlike Covid, children aged five and under are most at risk from 

this disease. 

 

Although there is a malaria vaccination in use, it is only 30% 

effective against life-threatening, severe malaria. The RTS,S 

vaccine was approved two years ago and is the result of 20 

years of research. 

 



Until now, scientists have failed to produce an effective vaccine 

for malaria because its associated parasite, plasmodium, 

contains a gene which prevents the human body from 

producing T-cells which fight the virus. 

 

The T-cells allow the body to remember how it fought back 

against the virus. Without them, vaccination is useless. 

 

However, scientists recently used a new approach, using a RNA-

based platform, which was first used on the Covid vaccine. 

 

This method negates plasmodium’s gene and enables the 

production of T-cells. 

 

The jab has not yet reached the stage where it can be tested on 

humans. But the new vaccine’s co-inventor, Richard Bucala, 

said: “It’s probably the highest level of protection that has been 

seen in a mouse model.” 

 

If the vaccine is cleared for production, it could save hundreds 

of thousands of lives. 

 

Picture source: @CTVNews 

 

 



Comedian Livhu redeems himself by 

giving back 
Elmon Tshikhudo  

 
Comedian Livhuwani Madadzhe, who made headlines in 2017 

after allegedly faking his mother's death to cash in, is now 

giving back to the community. 

 

Through his SABC Livhu Online TV, which has 70,000 followers, 

he has already built four houses for the disadvantaged and he 

has started a rehabilitation project to help drug addicts in the 

Vhembe area.  

 

SABC Livhu, as he’s better known, said it was through 

interactions with his online television audience that he learnt of 

the challenges facing people in the community. 

 

"I’ve learnt a lot through the mistakes I’ve made in life and one 

of the lessons I learnt is to love others. I am ploughing back 

where help is needed the most,” he said.  

 



His show had shown him that many people don’t have 

anywhere to stay and go to bed with empty stomachs. 

 

“I approached Good Samaritans and, through donations, we 

have managed to build four houses,” he said. 

 

“We also hand out food parcels and help learners with sanitary 

towels." 

 

He said something has to be done to arrest the scourge of drug 

abuse. 

 

“Through the project a young woman has turned her back on 

drugs and is on the road to recovery.” 

 

He said his dream is to build a rehabilitation centre for 

Limpopo.  

 

Street guitarist Mashudu Mulaudzi, of Ha Mutsha outside Louis 

Trichardt, has benefitted from SABC Livhu’s efforts. 

 

"This man changed my life for the better by giving me a house 

as my old house was falling apart and the roof had blown 

away,” said Mashudu, better known as Black Jan. 

 



“The man is doing a good job. May the good Lord bless him 

abundantly.” 

 

For those who wish to contribute, Livhu can be contacted 

through Captain SABC Livhu Online TV Facebook page.  

 

Picture source: Facebook 

 

 

Wales wins Triple Crown as England 

sulks 
Lucky Mdluli 

 

One of the highlights – or would that be low 

lights? – of the 2019 Rugby World Cup final, was 

the sulking England players after they were 

completely outplayed by South Africa. They even refused to 

wear the runners-up medals, preferring to stand around 

mumbling among themselves. 

 

On Saturday, the England players were beaten by Wales in a 

match marred by controversy – and once again the players in 

the white jerseys seemed to be pouting and scowling as they 

shook hands with their opponents. 



 

On the other hand, Wales was magnanimous in victory, 

especially seeing as they’ve pulled off the Rugby Triple Crown 

(beating Ireland, Scotland and England in one season). 

 

Perhaps England was robbed, but the fact is they also lost to 

Scotland in this year’s Six Nations, which begs the question: is 

coach Eddie Jones losing his touch? 

 

There was a time when Eddie Jones seemed to walk on water, 

where he could do no wrong. Jones coached Japan in the 2015 

World Cup when the Blossoms beat the Springboks in perhaps 

the greatest upset in international rugby history. He had signed 

on as Western Province coach after that, but was headhunted 

by England who clearly had a bigger cheque book than 

Province. 

 

Jones insists that he backs his players. He is often heard saying 

that they have few things to sort out and that they will soon be 

on top again.  

 

Soon? Which is when? 

 



No doubt, Warren Gatland, coach of the 2021 British and 

Irish Lions that will tour South Africa, must also be wondering 

when Jones will get his England team together. 

 

Picture source: @BBCSportWales 

 

 

Imperial Lions bag T20 Championship 
Timmy T Maranda 

 

The Imperial Lions were crowned the champions 

of the Betway T20 Challenge following a four-

wicket victory over Hollywoodbet Dolphins on 

Sunday. 

 

The Dolphins won the toss and elected to bat in Durban, 

managing to post 107 runs for seven in 20 overs, with Robbie 

Frylinck top scoring for the KZN franchise with 30 runs. 

 

Kagiso Rabada ripped into the Dolphins' batting taking three 

wickets from his four overs and conceding only 12 runs. Sisanda 

Magala took two wickets from four overs with only 19 runs 

conceded.  

 



Reeza Hendricks helped the Lions to easily chase down the 107 

target to clinch the title with an over to spare.  

 

Hendricks finished the tournament as the leading run scorer, 

with 257 runs, ahead of his captain Themba Bavuma with 256 

runs. 

 

Magala finished the tournament as the leading wicket taker 

ahead of the Titans’ Lungi Ngidi. Magala took 13 wickets and his 

teammate Rabada finished with nine wickets. 

  

Rabada said he was satisfied with the way the team played and 

said it felt good to win the title for the Lions. 

 

"I really wanted to play and be involved and find some good 

form. I also wanted to play for the Lions. I haven't played for 

them for a while," he said on the Cricket South Africa website. 

 

"It's amazing playing with my teammates. It’s a good 

environment to be a part of." 

 

The Gauteng franchise successfully retained the trophy, their 

second of the season, after winning the Momentum One-Day 

Cup tournament earlier this year. 

 



Picture source: @ImperialCricketSA 

 

 

United blows chance to reduce City’s 

points lead 
Timmy T Maranda 

 
Manchester United missed an opportunity to reduce the points 

gap to rivals Manchester City following their goalless draw 

against Chelsea at Stamford Bridge. 

 

United didn’t reduce the 10-point gap and put pressure on run-

away log leaders City, but the draw kept United a point above 

third-place Leicester City, who lost against Arsenal. 

 

Chelsea managed to maintain their unbeaten run, which 

started when Thomas Tuchel took over the coaching reins. His 

side remains fifth, one point behind fourth-placed West Ham 

United. 

 



United were denied what looked like a clear penalty for a 

handball by Calum Hudson-Odoi. The referee checked the VAR 

monitor but decided not to award the penalty. 

 

Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said he was 

convinced it was a penalty. 

 

“Especially when he stops play and walks across to watch it on 

a video," Solskjaer told SuperSport TV. 

 

"When looking at the video it's a handball. For me it seems they 

took two points away from us." 

 

Sunday’s EPL Results: 

  

Leicester 1-3 Arsenal 

Crystal Palace 0-0 Fulham 

Tottenham Hotspur 4-0 Burnley 

Sheffield United 0-2 Liverpool 
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