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ONE AND A HALF MILLION DOSES OF 

VACCINE MAY GO DOWN THE 

PLUGHOLE 
Arthur Greene 

 
South Africa’s 1.5 million doses of the Astrazeneca vaccine 

currently sit unused in their storage units - and are at risk of 

going down the plughole. 

 

They’re awaiting shipment to countries within the African 

Union. 

 

But their expiration date is fast approaching, and they are at 

risk of going unused.  

 

So both South Africans, and other Africans, risk not benefitting 

from them.  
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Just two days after the vaccines arrived in the country in early 

February, the government decided to stop the rollout. 

 

The decision was made after studies suggested that the vaccine 

only had an efficacy rate of 10% against the dominant strain of 

the virus in South Africa, providing little protection against 

moderate to mild illness. 

 

What wasn’t taken into account was the vaccine’s ability to 

prevent severe illness or death. 

 

There’s been no further research on the effectiveness of the 

vaccine at preventing severe illness. But of the 2,000 people 

who took part in the study, not a single one died or was 

hospitalised. 

 

Professor Shabir Madhi, the principal investigator of the 

Astrazeneca vaccine trials in South Africa, recently told News24 

he was “mortified” by the government’s decision to “abandon” 

the Astrazeneca vaccine. 

 

He has argued that it could be used strategically among high-

risk groups to prevent people dying and from hospitals 

becoming overwhelmed. 



 

Now, they may not be used by anyone at all, as they are at risk 

of expiring. 

 

Prof Madhi said, “the vaccine is simply being, in a way, 

abandoned.” 

 

He said the country needs to recalibrate its understanding of 

what first generation vaccines are able to do. 

 

While some might have weaknesses, they can still prevent 

people from getting seriously ill and dying. So they are far 

better than nothing.  

 

After the government decided to scrap the use of the 

Astrazeneca vaccine, it attempted to send them back to the 

Serum Institute of India (SII). After this didn’t work, they sold 

them to the African Union. 
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Tik addict sets family home alight and 

burns to death  
Mkhuseli Sizani 

 

A tik addict was set alight and burnt to death in a 

house in Govan Mbeki Township in Gqeberha, 

formerly Port Elizabeth, on Sunday, 28 February. 

 

This comes after Anele Namba, 26, had doused his family home 

with petrol and set it alight. 

 

Anele’s father, Eric Gegesi told Scrolla.Africa he was not at 

home when his house was burnt down.  

 

“My son had been complaining that I don’t love him like I love 

his elder brother which is not true,” said Eric.  

 

"He was a troublemaker who stole our valuables and sold them 

to buy tik."  

 

Anele’s actions have left his family of 13 members homeless 

and without money to bury him. 

 



"At about 2am I was woken up by the police who told us that 

our son was set alight by a mob at a friend's place in 17 Area. 

Apparently he went there to run away from me,” said Eric.  

 

"All six my children, including my grandchildren have lost their 

school books. Our IDs and birth certificates were also 

destroyed." 

 

The family appeals to Good Samaritans to help them.  

 

"We survive on child support grants and we don't have money 

to rebuild our home or bury our son," Eric said.  

 

Captain Andre Beetge said, "At about 2:15am a house in Baart 

Street was burnt down by unknown attackers and Anele died in 

the fire. The motive for the attack is still unknown. But police 

suspect that he was in a fight earlier with persons in the 

vicinity. A murder and arson case were opened." 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prostitute arrested for sleeping with 13-

year-old she met on a dating site  
Joseph Chirume 

 

A Zimbabwean prostitute has been arrested after 

she was caught bedding a 13 year old boy.  

 

Police allege that the boy and the woman met on a dating site 

and arranged to have sex at the boy’s family home in Houghton 

Park, Harare. 

 

The woman faces charges of “Performing Indecent Acts with a 

young person.” 

 

The boy told the woman to bring sleeping tablets with her for 

his siblings aged 7 and 11. 

 

The police reported that: “The complainant instructed the 

accused person to get into a vehicle parked in the yard. The 

accused person massaged him. There wasn’t enough space in 

the vehicle and the complainant ejaculated in the condom 

without any penetration.” 

 



Police said she demanded USD125 as well as the money she 

used to buy the sleeping tablets but the boy had no cash. 

 

The boy phoned his grandmother, telling her there was a 

robbery in progress at his home and the robbers wanted cash. 

 

The grandmother allegedly phoned the boy’s parents who were 

at work. The boy’s father took the two to a police station where 

a case of Performing Indecent Acts with Young Persons was 

opened and she was detained. 

 

The story has created mixed reactions on social media. 

 

Isaho Wa Mashuro said on Facebook: “She was on a dating site. 

We should blame the kid because that is that lady’s source of 

income.” 

 

Shelton Tapiwa Chiyangwa said he blamed the boy and the 

parents.  

 

“He wasn’t raped. The parents are to blame too for raising a 

silly boy who even knows drugs and dating sites.” 

 

Jimmy Mupfururi said he sympathised with the woman as she is 

a prostitute. 



 

“But she should have left when she realised the client was a 

minor.” 

 

 

Community turns on man who 

repeatedly raped his nine-year-old 

niece 
Lungani Zungu 

 
A 43-year-old man is on the run after narrowly escaping death 

at the hands of angry residents. The residents heard that he 

allegedly turned his niece, who is now nine years old,  into a sex 

slave and raped her for two years. 

 

The man was beaten by Mpangeni residents on Friday. The 

community also chased his family members away, accusing 

them of allowing him to rape the young girl and not reporting 

the matter to the police. 

 

The young girl’s agonising ordeal was exposed after Ward 

Councillor Sipho Ntombela informed social workers about the 



allegations against the uncle. She was taken to a doctor, who, 

according to the councillor, confirmed that she had been raped 

for a long time. 

 

The girl said her uncle had been raping her since 2018 when 

she seven years. 

 

The man’s family house was set on fire and he was beaten.   

 

Ntombela said residents should have handed him over to the 

police whether he did this or not. 

 

“No person is allowed to kill another person. The police must 

investigate.” 

 

He said the girl’s family had many challenges including financial 

problems. 

 

“It is difficult. I don’t know whether they knew that the uncle 

was raping the young girl or not.” 

 

The girl’s mother died a long time ago, and she lived with her 

grandmother and other siblings. 

 

The girl’s family declined to talk to Scrolla.Africa. 



 

“We will deal with this,” said a family member before hanging 

up. 

 

A neighbour, who spoke on condition of anonymity, alleged 

that the young girl’s ordeal had affected the way she socialised 

with other kids. 

 

“We had always suspected that she was being abused. When 

she played with other children she would just start crying,” said 

the neighbour. 

 

According to the crime statistics released by Police Minister 

Bheki Cele last month, more than 12,218 people were raped 

between October and December last year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Her children died after eating food from 

a toxic dump, but NMB council has not 

even covered the burial costs 
Joseph Chirume 

 

Nomthandazo Rhwayibana is seeking 

compensation from the Nelson Mandela Bay 

Municipality after her two children died after 

allegedly eating toxic foodstuff from an illegal dumpsite. 

 

Nomthandazo's two children, Asive Rhwayibana, 11, and Alizwa 

Rhwayibana, 5, died along with two other children, Alunamda 

Mqawu, 3 and Zintle Mqawu,10, on 5 January last year.  

 

The dump site is about 100 metres from their shack homes in 

NU30, Motherwell. 

 

“I was told to use the money from my funeral policy and the 

municipality would repay me for the expenses,” she said. 

 

“I had to borrow money to top up the policy as it was not 

enough to cover all the costs. I never heard anything from them 

afterwards. I want that money repaid." 

 



Nomthandazo said it was because the municipality did not 

provide a secure dumping place that her children died. Had 

there been a skip bin or had the site been fenced children could 

not have accessed it. There was also no playground for children 

where they resettled us." 

 

A resident confirmed they are still throwing away their rubbish 

at the site. 

 

"We have no choice but to quickly burn the refuse before it 

accumulates so that children will not find the hazardous 

material," the resident said.  

 

NMB Municipality spokesperson, Mamela Ndamase said the 

City assisted one family who did not have a funeral policy after 

they applied for assistance.  

 

“The other family opted to cover their own costs as they 

reportedly had a funeral policy. They did not apply for 

assistance as the City’s processes dictate." 

 

Nomthandazo is adamant officials told her they would 

reimburse her. 

 



She promised to visit the new Executive Mayor, Nqaba Bhanga 

with the invoices from her funeral parlour. 

 

 

THE “FATHER OF THE NATION” WANTS 

TO BE THE PRESIDENT OF AFRICA 
By Mmaditaba 

 

What makes a quality human being? A bit of 

compassion, generosity, being humble and an 

unquestioned work ethic? If this is the standard 

then it's easy to see why Patrice Motsepe is so well loved. 

 

He is a billionaire with the charm of the boy next door. He grew 

up in the township, in Ga-Rankuwa, the son of a school teacher 

who owned a spaza shop to become the first black billionaire in 

South Africa. He learned his earliest skills in business from the 

shop and also got first-hand exposure to mining as the shop 

was quite popular with mine workers. 

 

In the 1980s, Motsepe received a Bachelor of Arts degree at the 

University of Swaziland and was later granted special 

permission to enrol at Wits, a whites-only institution at the 

time, where he earned a degree in mining and business law. 



 

This paved the way for him to be the multi-faceted business 

mogul he is today, gunning for the most prestigious title as 

President of CAF. His business smarts are undeniable but what 

makes his name known from the shebeen to the boardroom? 

 

His success story is relatable and to an extent, a shiny example 

of living the South African dream. He became the President of 

Mamelodi Sundowns in 2004 and has since led the team to 

seven Premier Soccer League titles as well as winning the CAF 

Champions League and the CAF Super Cup. Downs were the 

African team of the year in 2016. This was the first way 

Motsepe connected with the majority of South Africans, 

through a language they understand very well - soccer. 

 

In 2018, the Motsepe foundation brought Mzansi the biggest 

concert of the year where international superstar husband and 

wife Jay-Z and Beyonce performed together for the first time 

on African soil for the Global Citizen Festival where people had 

to earn tickets through good deeds. 

 

It was at that time that he won even the hearts of the country's 

slay queens. He was praised and called "the father of the 

nation" with some calling for him to become the next President 

of the country. 



 

He is married to Dr Precious Moloi, a physician and fashion 

entrepreneur and has President Cyril Ramaphosa and Jeff 

Radebe as his brothers in law. 

 

With the Covid-19 outbreak, the Foundation pledged to donate 

R1bn to assist in the pandemic response. But it was back in 

2013 that he pledged half of his earnings to charity and through 

these grand gestures of generosity Patrice Motsepe has 

secured his place in the hearts of South Africans and Africa as a 

whole. He has won multiple awards and worked his way to 

many titles but only time will tell if all the love and admiration 

can help speed him to the CAF title. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Ndlovu Youth Choir thinks to itself 

What a wonderful world  
Sizwe Sibiya 

 

Famous for dazzling the America’s Got Talent 

judges from the ‘world’s biggest stage’ in 2019, 

the Ndlovu Youth Choir from the Limpopo 

province, has continued to engage social media on different 

topics that matter through their exuberant sounds. 

 

Even though they didn’t win after getting to the finals of the 

talent competition, their voices continue to inspire change. 

 

At the beginning of February this year they released the ‘Jab’ 

song, which encouraged everyone to “do the right thing” and 

take the jab (Coronavirus vaccine) – after the first batch of 

AstraZeneca vaccines were delivered in South Africa. 

 

On Tuesday, the 12 years old choir from the village of Moutse 

released another music video to celebrate the World Hearing 

Day which was called International Ear Care Day by the World 

Health Organization from 2007 until it was changed in 2016. 

 



They also sang the song  ‘What a wonderful world’ by Louis 

Armstrong, using sign language - so that people with hearing 

problems can also enjoy and understand the lyrics of the 

majestic song. 

 

Whether they are doing it to stay on the trends list or for other 

reasons, the harmonic sounds from the Ndlovu Youth Choir also 

inspire change. 

 

The World Hearing Day is observed on 3 March of every year 

and the theme for 2021’s campaign is ‘Hearing Care for All’.  

 

Picture source: Ndlovu Youth Choir 

 

 

 

Busiswa to star on the new BET reality TV show 

Sizwe Sibiya 

Satellite television became a must-have in Mzansi after DStv 

aired Isibaya, the award-winning Mzansi Magic drama-soapie in 

2013. Many people went out to purchase their first DSTV set 

because of its popularity and the fear of missing out. 

A large number of glamorous –  and the not so glamorous – 

reality TV shows have been launched by a handful of DStv 



channels, which aired mostly American reality TV shows. These 

started introducing South African stars to the trend. 

Artists and personalities – from Kelly Khumalo, Papa Penny, 

LaSizwe and Khanyi Mbau to rich housewives and even 

polygamists and Sangomas – have let South Africans see deep 

into their daily activities after they got their own DStv shows. 

Now the Kalawa Jazmee-signee Busiswa – of the famous 2013 

hit ‘Ngoku’ which featured Oskido and Uhuru – is getting her 

piece of the pie too. 

On Monday BET Africa announced that Busiswa – whose full 

name is Busiswa Gqulu, and is from the Eastern Cape – will be 

launching the ‘Her Majesty: Busiswa’ reality TV show. 

“Get ready for a brand new reality show starring the ‘queen of 

ubumnandi(fun)’." 

Her Majesty: Busiswa starts airing on Saturday,  March 20.  

Picture source; Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gee Six Five’s debut album released 

two months after her death 
Xolile Nkosi 

 

The star, real name Olpha Selepe, passed away in 

December after suffering Covid-19 complications 

shortly after she had shot to fame with her 

amapiano single Obani Labantu. The EP is titled Obani Labantu. 

 

Her son, Fika Selepe said he is helping his mother to achieve her 

music dream from beyond the grave. 

 

Fika said the project was already planned when his mother 

died. 

 

“My mother inspired many people. Her aim was to spread a 

message to motivate everyone to follow their dream regardless 

of their age. My mother released her single at the age of 65,” 

Fika told Scrolla.Africa. 

 

“We will continue to work on the material she left behind so 

that she will rest in peace knowing that her purpose is still out 

there, loud and proud, regardless of her death.”  

 



Gee Six Five single kept social media buzzing. The single has had 

more than 94 000 views and 59 000 likes on YouTube. 

 

The star had no intention of staying in the industry for a long 

time. She recorded the song after she retired simply because 

singing was one of her dreams and she thought it would be fun. 

She refused to do gigs at night because she didn’t like staying 

up late. 

 

Picture source: Twitter 

 

 

Sex scandals force Zim's Vice President 

to pull out  
Joseph Chirume 

 

Kembo Mohadi, Zimbabwe’s 71-year-old Vice 

President, has quit amid allegations of rampant 

sexual infidelity and after reportedly infecting a 

school girl with an STI. 

 

He handed in his resignation on Monday to President 

Emmerson Mnangagwa, but he is not going quietly. 

 



In a long letter packed with strange phrases, he wrote: "My 

resignation is also necessitated by my desire to seek clarity and 

justice on the matter in which my legal team will pursue and 

deconstruct this pseudo-paparazzi and flawed espionage to 

achieve cheap political points.”  

 

He also wrote: “Digital media, in their hybridity, have been 

abused by my enemies to blackmail me, but my spirit will never 

die.” 

 

Mohadi was recently in the news after a leaked conversation 

between himself and a married woman went viral. Then he was 

also accused of going to bed with two married women, as well 

as making a high school student pregnant.  

 

Mohadi's troubles allegedly started after Jacob Mpande, an 

officer from Zimbabwe's spy agency, the Central Intelligence 

Organisation, angrily confronted the Vice President at his home 

and accused him of sleeping with his wife. She reportedly was a 

CIO agent in Mohadi's office.  

 

Reports suggest Mpande then confronted the Vice President 

after he overhead a conversation in which his wife asked 

Mohadi whether he had taken sex boosters before an intimate 

meeting at a local lodge. 



 

Mohadi was Vice President for three years and was a minister 

in the government of former President Robert Mugabe. 

 

Picture source: @AfricaFactsZone 
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Wins for Pirates, Maritzburg and 

Amazulu  
Sphiwe Masilela  

 

Thabiso Kutumela’s late penalty was enough to 

ensure maximum points for Maritzburg United as 

they beat Black Leopards 1-nil at the Harry Gwala 

stadium on Tuesday evening in the DStv Premiership 

encounter.  

 

Heading into the clash, it was a game dubbed a relegation dog 

battle as both teams were on the opposite end of the table, 

languishing 15th and 16th respectively.   

 



The win ensured Ernst Middendorp’s men leapfrog Lidoda 

Duvha to occupy the second-from-bottom spot on goal 

difference with 12 points from 16 games, while Leopards drop 

to the basement of the log table with 12 points despite playing 

a game extra.  

 

It was a dull game as both teams cautiously approached the 

match in an attempt not to concede early but a lapse of 

concentration for Leopards led to their loss in the latter part of 

the game. 

  

In other matches, Benni McCarthy’s much-improved Amazulu 

FC dented Supersport United’s chances of closing the gap 

between them and log leaders Mamelodi Sundowns following 

their 1-nil defeat.  

 

Siphelele Mthembu scored the solitary goal for Usuthu in the 

first half.  

 

Meanwhile, Swallows FC tasted their first defeat of the season 

since their return to the elite league as Mpumalanga-based 

outfit, TS Galaxy brushed-off the Dube Birds 2-1 in a three-goal 

thriller at the Mbombela Stadium in Mbombela.  

 



Lindokuhle Mbatha and Bevan Fransman scored three minutes 

apart to cancel-out Ruzaigh Gamildien’s penalty at the start of 

the second half.   

 

Orlando Pirates fought hard to beat 10-men Bloemfontein 

Celtic 1-0 following Ndumiso Mabena’s first-half red card.  

 

Fortune Makaringe scored the solitary goal in the second half to 

ensure the Buccaneers pile up the pressure on log leaders 

Mamelodi Sundowns who are currently in continental duty.  

 

 

Veteran Chris Gayle sets his sights on 

third World T20 title 
Sphiwe Masilela 

 
West Indies veteran batsman, Chris Gayle has vowed to work 

extremely hard in the upcoming T20 international series to 

make sure he books his spot in the world T20 squad later this 

year.  

 



Gayle was named in the Windies’ 14-man squad for the three-

game T20 international series against Sri Lanka, which starts in 

Antigua on Wednesday.  

 

“I want to start off by winning the series but the bigger picture 

is actually to get three T20 titles under my belt,” Gayle, who is 

now 41 years old, told a media conference. 

 

“But I’ll also focus on the bigger picture, which is winning a 

third T20 world title with the West Indies later this year. That’s 

the goal I’m setting in my head”.  

 

Gayle, who was part of the World T20-winning sides in 2012 

and 2016, played the last of his 58, T20 internationals against 

England in March 2019.  

 

When it comes to T20, Gayle is the recognised master. He has a 

T20 record of 1 627 runs with a highest score of 117 at an 

average of over 32. Not only is his tally of 22 centuries in all T20 

cricket a world record, it is 14 more than anyone else. 

Australians, David Warner, Aaron Finch and Michael Klinger 

have all hit eight.  

 

“It’s really good to be back. Hopefully, I can perform and help 

the team into a winning position,” said Gayle. 



 

“The World Cup seems a long way away but by the time you 

blink it is World Cup time.”  

 

The Windies will attempt to defend their title in India in 

October and November.  


