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THERE BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD  
Everson Luhanga 

 
Grace Baloyi believes that God saved her from certain death 

when a stray bullet slammed into the exact spot she was sitting 

moments after she went off to pray. 

 

Grace, 45, from Alexandra, said that until a few minutes to 9, 

she was sitting on the couch watching her favourite soapie, The 

Queen. “As the time neared 9 o’clock, I left the couch because I 

go for prayers at that hour every night. 

 

Live ammunition came down through the ceiling and hit the 

couch where Grace had been sitting. 

 

“Soon after my short prayer in my bedroom, I felt tired. I felt 

too lazy to go back to the lounge to continue watching TV. As I 

was trying to decide whether I should go back or not, I heard a 

strange exploding noise from the lounge. 
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“It sounded like a light bulb had exploded,” she said. 

 

Grace said she heard her 17-year-old daughter who was still in 

the lounge screaming and telling her that there is a bullet in the 

lounge that came through the ceiling. 

 

“My daughter is the one who told me that the bullet landed 

straight where I was sitting. 

 

“When I came to the lounge, I couldn’t believe my eyes. If I had 

not moved, I could be lying in a mortuary now. I believe that 

God saved me. I serve God and my ancestors who have an 

upper eye watching over me,” she said. 

 

Grace said that to this day, she still has no idea where the bullet 

came from.  

 

“One thing that I can tell you is that there are a lot of guns in 

Alexandra. 

 

“Maybe people were fighting somewhere, then somebody shot 

in the air and the bullet came back through my house. Anything 

is possible. It is so scary,” she said. 

 



She said that she and her daughter struggled to sleep that 

night. They were worried another  stray bullet might find its 

way into their bedrooms.  

 

“My daughter is still traumatised, especially when she hears an 

unexpected banging sound in the house. Whoever did that 

steal our peace in the house,” said Grace.  

 

Grace said shooting a gun in any direction, even one you 

believe to be safe, can have tragic consequences. “Many 

people’s lives have changed for the worse because of stray 

bullets.” 

 

 

Family in angry squabble over 

tombstone 
Kabelo Tlhabanelo  

 

Seipati Radebe was shocked and angry when she 

received an invitation to the unveiling of a 

tombstone at her late husband’s grave. 

 

The tombstone was erected by her in-laws without consulting 

her. 



 

Seipati told Scrolla.Africa she is disappointed that her in-laws 

didn't see a need to inform her of a decision to put a 

tombstone on her late husband Boitjie’s grave.  

 

“I will take my in-laws to court if they don’t remove that 

tombstone from my husband’s grave. I don’t like it and I want it 

gone,” said the angry widow from Phiritona near Heilbron in 

the Free State. 

 

She said she was disappointed that she was not even asked to 

contribute to buying the tombstone. 

 

Seipati’s brother in law, Motsiri Radebe, said his brother died 

three years ago and Seipati spent his money on other things. 

 

“My mother is arranging the ceremony. After my brother died, 

Seipati got his pension money and she should have thought 

about erecting the tombstone then,” he said. 

 

“We will only allow her to remove the tombstone if she puts up 

another one.” 

 



Motsiri’s mother, Nketsi Radebe who is 95 years old, said all 

she wanted was to see her son’s grave with a tombstone before 

she died. 

 

“I can die at any time. But I want to die knowing that I have 

erected a tombstone for my son. Why would my daughter-in-

law threaten us with the courts when we have used our money 

to do all this?” gogo Nketsi asked. 

 

 

CV gang targets the jobless  
Everson Luhanga 

 

When two men, sharply dressed and well-

spoken, knocked on their door and told the three 

sisters brightly that they were hiring cleaners to 

work full time, the family was overjoyed. 

 

But Ntando, Hlengiwe and Thembelihle Ngcobo, as they later 

became painfully aware, were one of over 20 families who have 

been the victims of the group called the CV gang. 

 

Thembelihle said she was at home, an RDP house in 

Braamfischerville in Soweto, with her unemployed mother on 



Saturday when two men driving an old white Toyota Corolla 

knocked on their door.  

 

“They told me and my mother there was a job opportunity at 

Eastgate Mall where they want cleaners,” she said. 

 

The polite men even accompanied the women to the nearest 

internet café to fill in their CVs - but when they came back, the 

old Corolla was nowhere to be seen. The R50 they left in the 

house had also disappeared and the plasma TV was stolen too. 

 

Ntando wants to be a nurse, while Hlengiwe wants to work in IT 

and Thembelihle wants some day to be a teacher. But none of 

them has been able to make a breakthrough in the job market.  

 

It is precisely this struggle that the CV gang has exploited so 

ruthlessly. 

 

Another victim, Ivy Baloyi, said the same people came to her 

house and told her that they were looking for people who are 

not working. 

 

Like the others, her possessions were stolen while she was at 

the internet café, hopeful that a decently paid job was on the 

horizon.  



 

“When I came back, the TV was gone from my house. 

Neighbours thought I had sold my TV to them.” 

 

Ward committee and Public Safety Officer Joel Mabaso said 

more than 20 families were robbed in the same way. 

 

Police spokesman Kay Mkhuseli said police are investigating the 

cases of house robbery. 

 

 

Norma’s not finished throwing dirt at Malusi 

 

Lungani Zungu  

 

The once blossoming love tale between Norma Mngoma and 

Malusi Gigaba has turned messier and uglier. 

 

Mngoma accused Gigaba of being childish by attempting to gag 

her testimony at the state capture commission on Friday. 

 

“This is unacceptable. It should not be like this. I wonder why 

(Gigaba) is panicking.” 

 



She said this during a candid interview with Scrolla.Africa on 

Thursday. 

 

Mngoma wouldn’t be drawn into commenting about her 

testimony. 

 

Worried that his alleged secret dealings with the Guptas would 

be exposed, Gigaba has appealed to the commission that 

Mngoma's testimony should be given behind closed doors. 

 

But his soon-to-be ex-wife was having none of it. 

 

“I want to help the commission with the information that I 

have. I feel obliged to help the commission,” she said. 

 

The commission is chaired by Deputy Chief Justice Raymond 

Zondo. 

 

Mngoma was expected to expose Gigaba’s secret dealings with 

the controversial Gupta family. 

 

The Guptas, which had close ties to former president Jacob 

Zuma, were also said to have been key figures in the capturing 

of the state during his presidency. 

 



The couple tied the knot in 2014 in a glittering ceremony. 

 

They have two children Nkanyezi and Mvelo. 

 

Their relationship turned sour after Mngoma was arrested last 

year on charges of crimen injuria and malicious damage. 

 

This was after she allegedly damaged a Mercedes Benz G-Class 

belonging to Gigaba’s friend. 

 

However, the NPA dropped all the charges against her recently. 

 

Mngoma said she had forgiven Gigaba for all the pain he 

inflicted on her.  

 

Despite this, she said she had an obligation as a law-abiding 

citizen, to tell the truth as it was at the commission. 

 

“The commission is where I am going, and nobody will stop me 

now. The country deserves the truth.” 

 

Gigaba has asked the commission to throw Mngoma’s 

testimony out of the window. 

 



He reportedly claimed that many personal details would be 

exposed if Mngoma was allowed to testify in public. 

 

He pleaded with Zondo that Mngoma should give testimony 

behind closed doors. 

 

The ball was in the court of the commission, and Zondo was yet 

to announce his decision. 

 

All attempts to reach Gigaba were unsuccessful.  

 

Picture source: @NormaGigaba 

 

 

Water water everywhere, but not a 

drop to drink 
Joseph Chirume 

 

Residents of Paterson, a small town outside 

Gqeberha, are angry that they live in an area with 

abundant water sources yet their taps are always 

dry. 

 



The little farming town is about 30 kilometres from the Sundays 

River, a major source of freshwater. 

 

The town is also under the Sundays River Valley Municipality 

which is home to one of the best irrigated citrus plantations in 

the country. 

 

Municipal spokesperson, Zusiphe Mtirara blamed the erratic 

supply of water to the town on an ageing water infrastructure 

system. 

 

“We do not have water shortages but the water line which 

transports water from Caesar’s Dam in Addo to Paterson 

always experiences a lot of breakages and bursts which 

interrupts water supply. The system is old,” said Mtirara. 

 

However, angry residents are baffled that a couple of years ago 

the municipality provided them with bulk water storage tanks 

to harvest rainwater. They said some of the tanks are getting 

damaged as they were left unconnected to the roofs of the 

houses. 

 

“How can the tanks collect rain water when the municipality 

did a half job? They did not connect some of the tanks to the 

roofs. It was a waste of taxpayers' money. Some of the tanks 



are getting damaged from neglect. Those that were connected 

have no water in them. 

 

“This region has had poor rainy seasons for the past five years. 

The municipality should be filling our tanks with water,” said 

Lulama Nolingo. 

 

Nolingo said his family can’t afford to buy bottled water as they 

worked on a nearby farm earning a pittance.  

 

Resident Nomalanga said she dumped a viable vegetable 

gardening project two years ago due to water shortages. 

 

 

Bra Sipho gets birthday wish 17 years 

after his passing 
Linda Ximba 

 
Seventeen years after his passing, jazz legend Sipho Gumede’s 

birthday celebration wish will become true. 

 



The bassist from KwaMashu in Durban will have a concert in his 

honour at his favourite hangout, Bat Centre, on 17 April. 

 

Event organiser Nise Malange said he remembers Gumede 

asking his close associates to organise something for him. 

 

“Unfortunately he died while we were busy with preparations. 

In his honour we ensured that in the line-up we included up 

and coming artists since bra Sipho loved unearthing and sharing 

his wealth of knowledge to the young ones,” said Malange. 

 

Bra Sipho, who at the age of 42, would have turned 59 this 

year. 

 

Others set to take the audience down the memory lane include 

Khaya Mahlangu who was in the band Sakhile with Gumede, 

bassist Bongani Nkwanyana, Mazwakhe Gumede, Air Jazz, 

Thabiso Mnanyana, Andile Ndlovu, Hector Cebekhulu, Barney 

Bophela and Nomsa Ndawo. 

 

During his career Gumede shared his expertise with artists like 

Hugh Masekela, Letta Mbuli, Harry Belafonte, Caiphus 

Semenya, Brenda Fassie, Winston Mankunku Ngozi, Kippie 

Moeketsi, Abdullah Ebrahim, Jonas Gwangwa, Tim Thomas, 

Margaret Singane, Stimela and many others. 



 

As a soloist he is fondly remembered for hits such as When 

Days are Dark, Friends are Few and Mantombi, dedicated to his 

daughter. 
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Emtee continues to make waves on his 

own label 
Sizwe Sibiya 

 

One of South Africa’s greatest hip-hop stars to 

ever grace the music scene, Emtee, whose real 

name is Mthembeni Ndevu, continues to churn 

out quality anthems. 

 

He does so even after parting with the label to which he was 

signed, the controversial Ambitiouz Entertainment. 

 

When Emtee left Ambitiouz in 2019, it could have easily meant 

the end of his career. The label had pushed him to stardom by 

showering him with glitz, expensive chains, cars and 

connections. 



 

But Emtee, who hails from Matatiele in the Eastern Cape, went 

against the odds and signed under his own record label: Emtee 

Records.  

 

Remarkably, having to juggle the management of a new 

business while focusing on a musical career never once resulted 

in a drop in quality, and his pen game arguably improved.  

 

Since his departure from the popular record label, Emtee has 

released catchy songs, such as “iThemba,” “Wave,” 

“Johustleburg” and his latest offering, “Laqhasha,” featuring 

Lolli Native and Flash Ikumkani who are also signed to his 

record label. 

 

These four songs are singles from his fourth studio album, 

Logan, which is set to be released on Friday 9 April, after 

postponing the release in March. 

 

Emtee, whose “Wave” music video is sitting at over 500k views 

on YouTube, announced on his Twitter account on Thursday 

that he will also be hosting the album release party, alongside 

his artists Lolli and Flash in Kroonstad, Free State on Friday. 

 

Picture source: Emteerecords 



Giant pampoen smashes South African 

record 
Arthur Greene 

 
It’s so big, Cinderella, her Prince Charming, her two ugly 

stepsisters and her wicked stepmother could all fit inside it! 

 

In just 100 days, farmer William le Grange has grown a pumpkin 

weighing 867,5kg - the heaviest ever to be grown in South 

Africa. 

 

Le Grange, the manager of a farm near Mossel Bay, took first 

prize at a giant pumpkin competition in an agricultural festival 

in Heidelberg in the Western Cape. 

 

At its unveiling, judges of the annual competition were 

reportedly blown away by the monstrous orange fruit. (Yes, 

pumpkins are technically a fruit.)  

 

The pumpkin had to be lifted very carefully out of its patch with 

a crane. 

 



Le Grange told Landbou the monster-of-a-plant required 

between 200 and 700 litres of water a day while growing. 

 

The proud owner added that its weight on occasion increased 

by 25kg in a single day. 

 

It beats the previous record-holder, 860kg pumpkin from 

Riversdale in the Western Cape, which took the crown last year. 

 

Le Grange’s pumpkin does not, however, hold the world record 

for largest pumpkin. That distinguished record belongs to a 

Belgian pumpkin, which was grown in 2016 by Mathias 

Willemijns and weighed a whopping 1190,49kg. 
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AmaZulu out to narrow the gap with 

Downs 
Timmy T Maranda 

 

AmaZulu midfielder Makhehleni Makhaula 

believes a win against Stellenbosch will help 

narrow the gap to Mamelodi Sundowns in the 

DStv Premiership. 



 

AmaZulu come into this match at the Danie Craven Stadium in 

Cape Town, kick-off 5pm on the back of a morale boosting win 

over Black Leopards while Stellenbosch will be motivated from 

the 2-2 draw against Kaizer Chiefs on Tuesday. 

 

A victory for Usuthu will move them to second position on the 

DStv Premiership table, with three points behind high-flying 

Mamelodi Sundowns. 

 

Makhaula told PSL media the motivation is high after the 

victory over Black Leopards at the Thohoyandou Stadium. 

 

"I think our game against Stellenbosch is very important 

because if we win, we will close the gap to Mamelodi 

Sundowns," said Makhaula. 

 

"Sundowns won't open the gap further and the good thing is 

we are still going to play them," he said.  

 

The Randfontein hard tackling midfielder admitted that it's 

going to be a difficult game and they have to be prepared. 

 



"It's not going to be an easy away match, but it wasn’t an easy 

match in the Thohoyandou Stadium either. We know 

Stellenbosch’s strengths and weaknesses," Makhaula said. 

 

The KZN side remains unbeaten in eleven matches with eight 

wins and three draws under coach Benni McCarthy and 

Makhaula has been a regular at the club since he joined from 

Highlands Park.  
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Black Coffee wants apology . . . or else  
Dylan Bettencourt  

 

Popular DJ Black Coffee has warned music 

executive Nhlamulo “Nota” Baloyi to apologise 

for accusing him of abusing his ex-wife Enhle 

Mbali and for labelling him a rape apologist.  

 

The feud between the pair began nearly a month ago when 

Nota claimed that Black Coffee used his influence to suppress 

Mbali’s rape allegations as well as to cover up Euphonik’s rape 

allegations. 

 



Two weeks after the social media post, Black Coffee responded 

through his lawyers, who demanded that Nota, a music 

executive at Sony Music, remove the post and issue an apology.  

 

On the same day that Black Coffee made his demands, Nota 

was arrested for reckless driving and he believes the DJ had 

something to do with it.  

 

“I was arrested and three hours later I arrived home to a letter 

from Black Coffee’s lawyers,” he said.  

 

Nota provided an apology but Black Coffee branded it as 

sarcastic and demanded the music executive make a serious 

apology before the end of the day on Thursday, 8 April. 

 

It is not clear what repercussions Nota may face if he does not 

issue a serious apology.  

 

The apology posted by Nota on 1 April reads: “It was never my 

intention to defame your character, and even if it was you who 

beat me to it, I guess it’s settled. I thought I’d comply with your 

request a day early so you won’t be able to tell if my apology is 

indeed sincere or whether it’s an April Fool’s Joke.”  

 



Nota’s reckless driving charge has since been withdrawn by the 

Randburg Magistrate’s Court, with Nota opening a case against 

the police officers who made the arrest.  

 

He has since said he is scared that Black Coffee may send 

people to harm him if he doesn’t apologise, claiming he has 

sent unconditional apologies to the DJ. He has not removed the 

post.  

 

Black Coffee’s publicist has declined to comment. 
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Giant-killer Kylian Mbappe strikes again 
Menzi Magubane 

 

Kylian Mbappe continued his giant-killing spree 

after guiding Paris Saint-Germain to another 

famous win in the UEFA Champions League on 

Wednesday night.  

 

PSG took a leap towards another semi-final when they defeated 

holders Bayern Munich 3-2 at the Allianz Arena in Germany in 

the quarter-final first leg.  



 

This was Bayern's first European defeat since March 2019 and it 

ended their 19-match unbeaten run in all competitions this 

season. It was also coach Hansi Flick's first ever defeat in 

Europe as a manager. 

 

And it’s all at the hands of Mbappe, who scored twice to make 

sure PSG avenged their last season's defeat in the final. His 

goals gave his side that all important advantage going to the 

return leg in Paris next Tuesday.  

 

Mbappe also single handedly destroyed Barcelona in the round 

of 16, scoring four goals to eliminate Lionel Messi and 

company.  

 

Bayern coach Flick applauded his players’ fighting spirit after 

they came back from two goals down to make it 2-2 before 

Mbappe scored his second goal to steer the French side to 

victory.  

 

Flick said: "I do not like to lose but I am satisfied with how we 

played. The team fought on the pitch for the entire 90 minutes. 

We need to be at 100% on Tuesday and decide this difficult 

game in our favour." 

 



Meanwhile in Portugal, Chelsea made things easier for 

themselves before the second leg next Tuesday at Stamford 

Bridge by beating FC Porto 2-0 to draw first blood in the tie. 
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